CHINA                                       287

and chrysanthemums and a whole range of food plants
from tea to millet comprise some of the vaned resources
of this marvellous country

Despite this -wealth and the fact that 80 per cent of
China s people are engaged in agriculture food stuffs are
not produced in sufficient quantity to supph home needs

FIG 139   A View of Chungking
The great pressure of population has developed methods of
agriculture that amaze the world The careful intensive
cultivation of the Chinese has for centuries included many
devices for producing the most from the sod that have only
been employed m Europe m the last century and a half
But more than half of the holdings average less than 14
acres and much even of this is useless because of the desire
to maintain untouched the innumerable graves of ancestors,
The destruction of the plant life has also meant tbe
disappearance m large measure of the wonderfully varied